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Have you visited a juvenile 
detention home in your library’s 
community?

What are your impressions of 
juvenile detention homes?



Map showing 24 juvenile detention centers in Virginia



History
How did this happen?
 
● County Mentorship Program
● Staying Quit Program
● Learning Plans



Case Study:
“Tim”



Case Study:
“Mike”



ALA Great Stories Club:
  

Yearly book club Projects 
for At-risk teens 
grants funded by ALA 
Grab a Partner, and Apply!



Partnerships
● Chesterfield JDH
● Chesterfield Public Schools
● Mental Health Services
● Unexpected: Juvenile and 

Domestic Court
● Non-librarians - Adam!



Challenges: Etiquette
● Don’t ask: “What are you in 

for?”
● “Room time” is not a good 

thing
● “Feeling some kind of way”
● Robot babies

Bottom line: Expect the 
unexpected, and roll with it!



Challenges: Policies & Regs
● No phones allowed
● Also, no pointy things, 

including staples, paper 
clips, pencil sharpeners

● Privacy concerns



Challenges: Culture Clash
● The K’wan debacle
● Journal expectations
● “What do you want to learn 

about today?”



Challenges: Technology
● Wifi hotspot, laptops, 

iPads
● Free maker websites
● Limited budget? Use what 

you have!



Future: Don’t “Swerve”
● Continue to build 

relationships with teens
● Engagement opportunities 

for teens after release
● Planning additional book 

club programs
● Library field trips and 

field trips in reverse
● Teens are counting on you



So, What are you 
Going to Do?

Do not pass go; 

Go directly to your local JD Home! 



“Just help them out. Sometimes people 
get scared when they find out somebody is 
locked up. But  we’re regular people, 
just like you” --”Scott”



Questions?
For more information, please contact:

Erica Tucker: 
tuckere@chesterfield.gov  804-768-7907

Ann de Witt: 
dewitta@chesterfield.gov  804-318-8778
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